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Oatville Elementary Nominated For Blue Ribbon Award
Oatville Elementary School has been nominated by the 

Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) for the  pres-
tigious United States Department of Education National 
Blue Ribbon School Program Award.

The KSDE nomination acknowledges Oatville Elemen-
tary School student’s high performance in the category of  
“Exemplary High Performing” schools which are among its 
state’s highest performing schools, as measured by state as-
sessments or nationally normed tests.

“The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program nomina-
tion recognizes all our exemplary efforts in our classrooms 
by Oatville Elementary staff and students,” said Shane Dent, 
Oatville Principal. “Oatville has received state recognition 
with the Governor’s Achievement Award for five years for 
being in the top 5 percent of schools in both reading and 
mathematics scores. Being nominated for a national award 
confirms our dedication to educating ‘Today’s Learners and 
Tomorrow’s Leaders’ for lifelong success.”

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors pub-
lic and non-public elementary, middle and high schools 
where students perform at very high levels or where stu-
dents are making significant gains in academic achievement. 
A vital part of the U.S. Department of Education, the pro-
gram identifies and disseminates knowledge about effective 
school leadership and instructional practices. The Award is 
both a high aspiration and a potent resource of practitioner 
knowledge.

“Oatville Elementary School’s nomination just confirms 
the quality education students can receive in Haysville Pub-
lic Schools,” said Dr. John Burke. Superintendent. “Campus 
High School was named a 2013 Blue Ribbon School last 
September and having a second district school nominated 
the next year puts our district in an elite class.” 

A vital part of the U.S. Department of Education, the 
program identifies and disseminates knowledge about ef-
fective school leadership and instructional practices. The 
Award is both a high aspiration and a potent resource of 
practitioner knowledge.

“The Board is so appreciative of the consistent great work 
of Oatville Elementary School,” said BOE President Susan 
Walston”. The commitment to excellence by the staff, stu-

Haysville USD 261 Board of Education President Susan 
Walston presented Oatville Elementary School Prin-
cipal Shane Dent with the 2013 Governor’s Achieve-
ment Award. Oatville was one of 42 elementary schools 
state-wide to receive the award and marks the school’s 
fifth time to be honored in the last six year. To receive 
this prestigious award, the school must have been 
among the top 5 percent of schools in both reading and 
mathematics on the state assessments at its respective 
level and met one additional measure. For elementary 
schools and middle/junior high schools that measure 
is attendance and high schools the measure is gradu-
ation rate.

dents, and parents is evidenced by the repeated awards of 
the Governor’s Achievement Award.”

National Blue Ribbon Schools are honored at an annual 
awards ceremony in Washington, DC, where each receives a 
plaque and flag to signify its exemplary status. These schools 
serve as examples for other schools throughout the nation 
and details of their achievements are shared on the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s website. The 2014 National Blue 
Ribbon Schools will be announced in September in a news 
conference in Washington, D.C.
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2013 CHS Swimmers Honored By KSHSAA

tion to develop a state Spirit of Sport Award for the ex-
press purpose of recognizing outstanding acts of char-
acter and leadership, demonstrating the true spirit of 
sport in educational athletics.

“We believe it is important to focus attention on the 
many positive acts which occur in our programs every 
year,” said Executive Director Gary Musselman. “With-
out question, every Kansas high school has students 
and faculty who demonstrate the true spirit of amateur 
sport on a daily basis. Bringing recognition to those in-
dividuals for their quiet and selfless acts is in keeping 
with the mission of KSHSAA. 

Five members of the 2013 Campus High School 
Swim Team participating in the 100-mile relay last 
March to benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation has 
been honored by the Kansas State High School Activi-
ties Association (KSHSAA) with a second place finish 
in the “Spirit of Sports Award” program.

From March 1 - 3, 2013, five senior members of the 
CHS Swim Team tested their endurance by each swim-
ming 20 miles or 1,420 laps to raise $5,700 to make the 
wish of a district student come true. Honored for their 
participation in the fundraiser last year were: Ryan 
Howerton, Tony Carr, Henry Luu, John Paschal and 
Navante Peacock. The team was under the direction of 
CHS Head Swim Coach Kelly Kennedy and Assistant 
Swim Coach Steve Crum.

“We were honored to be considered for the “Spirit 
of the Sport Award,” I am very proud of what this team 
has become, not only in the pool but reaching out to 
the community,” said Coach Kennedy.

The Executive Board of the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association authorized creation of a 
special award recognizing the values inherent in par-
ticipation in high school sports beyond winning and 
losing. The award is officially known as the “KSHSAA 
Spirit of Sports Award”.

Kansas is the first high school association in the na-

Members of the 2013 CHS Swim-A-Thon team were: 
Ryan Howerton, Tony Carr, Henry Luu, John Paschal 
and Navante Peacock.

The Haysville USD 261 Board of 
Education recently presented Star 

Polishers Awards to two District 
employees. Honored were (left) Kelly 

Shultz, Haysville High School Teacher, 
and (right) Brandon Calvert, Haysville 

Middle School Para-Educator. The Star 
Polisher Award is a district-wide recog-
nition given by the Board of Education 

in Fall and Spring to honor outstanding 
service by certified and classified em-

ployees. Nominations can be made by 
anyone – peers, supervisors, parents, 

students or district patrons.

Star Polishers



3USD 261 School News

Come Join Us!
www.twitter.com/usd261

www.facebook.com/haysvillepublicschools
or click on the Facebook logo on the 
District  website at www.usd261.com

USD 261’s Campus High School will be offering 
two sessions of Driver Education this summer. Session 
I is scheduled for May 27 - June 20 and Session II is 
scheduled for June 23 - July 29. Both sessions will have 
a morning class from 7:30 to 10 a.m. and an afternoon 
class from 12 to 2:30 p.m. in Room I-05.

A 2-day Defensive Driving class is included in the 
Summer Class and anyone who already has a Drivers 
License may also enroll in this class for $15. To take 
this session, you must have a completed Driver Ed 
course or have a Drivers License (this does NOT in-
clude a Restricted License). For more information on 
the Defensive Driving class, contact Larry Bernstorf at 
the number below.

Class size is limited and slots are filled as paid ap-
plications are received. The deadline for submitting an 
application is May 9 for Session I or until classes are full 
and June 6 for Session II until classes are full.

The cost of the class is $215 for in-district students 
and $265 for out-of-district students. Class fees must 
be paid at time of enrollment. All students who en-
rolled in Summer Driver Education must be at least 14 
years of age on or before May 16, 2014 for Session I and 
June 13, 2014 for Session II. 

Applications are available at Campus High School 
Main Office and Haysville and Haysville West Middle 
Schools Counseling Offices and may be submitted at 
CHS Main Office at 2100 W. 55th Street South, Wich-
ita. The application is available online at www.usd261.
com/campus. On the application, please indicate a first 
and second preference for session and class time. 

After a student has submitted an application and 
has been accepted in either session, he/she must have 
a State Driver Education Permit (DE99). The form for 
the DE99 will be completed at a IMPORTANT orien-
tation meeting on April 23 at 7 p.m. in the Campus 
High School’s Commons Area. The student and a legal 
guardian need to be present to  make sure they under-
stand their driving schedule and to answer any ques-
tions about the Driving Education Course or the De-
fensive Driving Class. (Space is limited to the student 
and legal guardian.)  

It is preferred that the student get an Instructional 
Permit at the DMV before the class starts. Practicing 

CHS Offers Summer Driver Ed Course
driving skills before class begins is a plus. The Driver 
Education sessions only provide five hours of driving.

If a student submits an application after the man-
datory meeting on April 23, please call or email Larry 
Bernstorf at the contact information below to schedule 
an appointment.

For more information, please contact Larry Bern-
storf at 788-0544 or at lbernst@usd261.com or Cindy 
Patry, Campus High School at 554-2236, ext. 1004.

Nelson Elementary School students recently enjoyed 
the school’s Annual “Art In the Park.” Student were able 
to view many forms of art including painting, drawing, 
art glass, sculpturing, jewelry-making and basketweav-
ing. First grader Wyatt Hiebert was excited about the 
selection of crayons in a 5-gallon bucket teacher Kim 
Hall has been collecting over the years.
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District News Briefs
The Learning Center Workshops

From the desk of Penny Schuckman:  
The Learning Center workshops listed below are open to ALL 

USD 261 employees, Board of Education members and substitute 
staff. 

If you are needing to relicense soon or would like to move 
over on the pay scale, all of the classes are available for graduate 
credit through Baker University (2 full day workshops = 1 gradu-
ate credit = $75).  

Our Calendar of Events and workshop brochures are available 
at the following link: www.usd261.com/learningcenter/Index.htm

Please visit the link above, click on the workshop you are in-
terested in, and click the "Register" button!  You can also email 
dlewis@usd261.com to register if you prefer. 

All activities are on the My Learning Plan district catalog if 
you would like to take them for re-licensure points.  

Enrolling in an activity through My Learning Plan does not 
register you for the workshop.  Thank you in advance for your 
attendance!
*Extreme Couponing – June 4
*Three P.E. Workshops In One! (not just for P.E. teachers) – June 5 (8:30 
– 11:30)
*Incorporating Nature Into The Curriculum – June 16
*Incorporating Science Into A Grade K-2 Literacy First Classroom – July 
9
*Incorporating Science Into A 3rd-5th Grade Literacy First Classroom – 
July 10
*Prezi Level 2 – July 15
*Teachers Pay Teachers Level 2 – July 16
*Interactive Mimio Training – July 21
*A Framework of Fun:  Learning Through And From Games – Septem-
ber 24
*The Un-Classrooom:  What Every Teacher Could Do If Lecture Became 
Illegal – January 29, 2015

SUMMER TECH CAMP!  
*Ebay For Educators Part 1 – June 17 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Pinteresting Ideas For Your Classroom – June 17 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Ebay For Educators Part 2 – June 17 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Digital Publishing Tools – June 17 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Windows 8 – June 18 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Digital Instructional Tools – June 18 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Office 2013 – June 18 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Edmodo:  Flipping The Classroom June 18 (12:30 – 3:30 a.m.)
*Surface RT Tablets 101 - June 19 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Moby Max – June 19 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Blogger Basics – June 19 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Discovery Education (a.k.a. United Streaming) & Other Instructional 
Classroom Video Tools – June 19 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*LiveBinders – June 24 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Near Pod – June 24 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Surface RT Tablets 101 – June 24 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Google Tools – June 24 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Prezi – June 25 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Mimio & Beyond – June 25 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)

*Podcasting On The PC – June 25 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Mimio Application – June 25 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) – June 26 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Tumblebooks/Readables/NBC Learn – June 26 (8:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
*Windows 8 – June 26 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)
*Using Photostory 3 In The Classroom - June 26 (12:30 – 3:30 p.m.)

We are currently searching for future Kindergarten stu-
dents who will be 5 on or before August 31, 2014. We en-
courage parents of those students to attend an informational 
meeting regarding All-Day Kindergarten and pre-registra-
tion for the 2014-15 school year. 

The district-wide Kindergarten Round-Up is scheduled 
for April 29 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at Prairie Elementary 
School, 7101 S. Meridian. 

To pre-register your student, please bring the following 
information: current immunization records, state certi-
fied birth certificate, and proof of residency which would 
include a current utility bill or a lease/purchase agreement 
with the parent/guardian's name, address and a current 
date. It is not necessary for the students to attend. USD 261 
Pre-K students do not need to pre-register as they are al-
ready in our system. If you have further questions, call any 
of our Elementary Schools.

Kindergarten Roundup April 29

SPARK Summer Program Dates
SPARK, a program for any student entering grades 6-8 

for the 2014-15 school year, is now enrolling student for its 
summer program which runs from June 16 to July 24.

The program fee is only $100 (field trips included). The 
required field trip t-shirt is $12. Transportation is provided 
for field trips only. Students may walk, ride their bikes or be 
transported to the program site at Haysville Middle School. 
Transportation to and from the program is the responsibil-
ity of the parent.

Program hours this summer are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Thursday (field trip 
day) 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Breakfast and lunch is included Monday - Wednesday 
through the Haysville USD 261 Summer Feeding Program. 

A required parent meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 12 at 6:30 p.m. at HMS. The entrance to the program 
area is located at the southeast corner of the building (by the 
SPARK banner).

Applications are available online at www.usd261.com. 
Click on the link on the homepage. Applications are also 
available in your student’s school office. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Jenn Call at 680-5196 or email jcall@
usd261.com or Linda Long at 554-2251, ext. 1409 or email 
at llong@usd261.com.
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The School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, sex, disability, or military status, in admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or employment in its programs and activities. Any 
person having inquiries concerning Haysville Public School's compli-
ance with the regulations implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 (Title VI), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Sec-
tion 504), or Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA), may contact the Assistant Superintendent for Personnel, Dr. 
Michael Clagg, 1745 W. Grand, Haysville, KS 67060, 554-2200.

Haysville USD 261 
Non-Discrimination Policy

Come celebrate the Campus High School Graduat-
ing Class of 2014 at a Pancake Feed on Saturday, May 
10 from 7:30 a.m. to Noon at the CHS Commons. Tick-
ets are $6 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under. 
Proceeds will go to Project Graduation. There will be a 
Silent Auction and vendors at the Pancake Feed. Please 
come out and be a part of this great event.

District News Briefs
CHS Pancake Feed is May 10

Six Oatville Elementary School fifth graders and 
one coach will be making the trip to the 2014 Odyssey 
Of The Mind World Finals at Iowa State University in 
Ames May 28 - 31.

The 2014 Oatville Elementary School Odyssey 
team’s trip to Iowa will be the seventh time the school 
has competed in the world event. 

“For several months now, six Oatville fifth grade 
students and I have been planning, preparing and prac-
ticing for regional and state Odyssey of the Mind com-
petitions,” said Melinda Wren, Coach and ESOL Ele-
mentary Coordinator for Haysville Public Schools.  

“This year the team’s problem was titled ‘It’s How 
We Rule.’ The team was to create and present an origi-
nal humorous performance that included a recreation 
of an actual Historic Royal Court and their own Team-
Created Court that was set at a different time and 
place,” Wren said. “The students were responsible for 
selecting their presentation problem, method of pre-
sentation, prop/costume gathering and meeting each 
required element of content for each panel of judges.”  

The Oatville Elementary School Odyssey of The 
Mind Team would gladly accept any donations to help 
with the cost of the trip. A tax-deductible gift can be 
made to the following address: Oatville Elementary 
School, 4335 S. Hoover, Wichita, KS 67215. Please 
put “Odyssey of the Mind” in the note section of your 
check. For more information, contact Melinda Wren 
(Coach) at Oatville Elementary at 554-2290.

Oatville Elementary School Odyssey Of The Mind team 
members are: (Front row) Nathan Lam, Alec Hinojos 
and Matthew Wood. (Back row) Mia Colucci, Sierra 
Johnson, Renee’ Mundy and Melinda Wren (Coach).

Team Headed to World Finals

The Spring 2014 Haysville High School Leadership 
Class recently visited the Haysville Public Schools 
Administration Office to meet with Superintendent Dr. 
John Burke to learn about the operation of the school 
district. The program is a joint activity with the City of 
Haysville and Haysville High School. The students learn 
the characteristics of being a good leader, assist with a 
variety of functions within their school, meet with lead-
ers of the community and school district and collabo-
rate on the PowerPoint shown during graduation exer-
cises in May. HHS Leadership students meeting with Dr. 
Burke were: (Front row) Marissa Greenwell; Uriel Perez 
and Hali Falconburg. (Back row) Dr. John Burke; Carla 
Requena; Roderick Hanks; Bri Alligier; Marcia Craft 
(HHS Sponsor) and Brooke Beistline.
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The Campus High School Swim & Dive Team make a donation to Lisa Capps, Make-A-Wish Foundation Develop-
ment Director, (center) for $12,641. The 2014 Swim-A-Thon event had a generous anonymous benefactor who 
matched the funds raised by the team up to $6,000. Coaches and team makers making the presentation were: 
(from left) Assistant Coach Steve Crum; Jon Fleming; Jon Greenlee; Dylan Purcey; Tim Pitts; Brandon Elkins.

CHS Swim &
Dive Team 

Makes
Donation

To 
Make-A-Wish
Foundation

Campus High School played host last week to the Com-
munities In Schools (CIS) of Wichita/Sedgwick County’s 
Reality U, a fast-paced, hands-on financial literacy ex-
ercise. Zach McHatton, City of Haysville Planning/Com-
munity Relations Coordinator, (left) worked with Tyrese 
Roberts, CHS freshman, to purchase an auto  based on 
his assigned salary. Students were given multiple op-
tions for purchasing new to 20 + year old autos based 
on their budget for transportation. The program served 
as an important and relevant exercise that helped stu-
dents understand the importance of wise decision-
making about their financial future as well as how their 
current reality impacts their future. 

HWMS Silverback Choir 
Recently Captured

Second Place In The Middle 
School Division 

(Enrollment of 264 - 750) At
Worlds Of Fun Music Fest 

In Kansas City!!

CHS Students & Reality U
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(Photo Right) The Kansas Association of Middle 
School Administrators (KAMSA) in partnership with 
Inter-State Studios, recognizes the valuable contri-
bution secretaries make daily in meeting the needs 

of students, staff, parents and community members 
in Kansas middle schools. Haysville Middle School 

Principal Dr. Mike Maurer nominated his school’s 
secretaries for the recognition. HMS secretaries 

named finalists in their enrollment category were: 
(from left) Cindy Williams, Susan Bohanan, Tami 

Schlereth and Judy Hollis.

(Photo Left) Weatherly Parrish, Target, (left) recently vis-
ited our District to make a presentation to Debra Vance, 
Freeman & Prairie Elementary School Librarian. Target, 
in partnership with First Book, gave Prairie Elementary 
the Books for Schools Award worth $500 in books for its 
library.

(Photo Above) Ruth Clark Elementary School’s team 
placed first place in their Division for the Odyssey of the 
Mind Tournament in March in Manhattan. Team mem-
bers worked together at length to solve a predefined 
problem and present their solution to the problem at a 
competition. They must also in the spontaneous com-
petition, generate solutions to a problem they have not 
seen before. Ruth Clark’s team received an Omer award. 
The OMER Award is named for the Odyssey of the Mind 
raccoon mascot, OMER, in recognition of individuals 
or teams who demonstrate outstanding sportsman-
ship, exemplary behavior, or exceptional talent.  Team 
members are: (Front row)  Brandon Kan; Luke Porter; 
Cami Dickey and Malone Gates.(Back row) Sally Holli-
day, Coach; Hayley Bueller; Tatum Laggart and Cohen 
Connell.

HMS Secretaries Honored

Prairie Receives Target Grant

Ruth Clark Team Finishes First

Rex’s Morning With Moms
(Photo Below) Rex Elementary School student Noah 
Drinnen asked his Mother to attend his school’s 
Morning With Mom event.
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HMS science teacher Brenda Kuhns wanted 
to reinforce learning from her sound unit, so 

students were invited to make a special 
instrument made from materials found at 

home, school or in nature.  
The instrument could not be purchased nor 
could it be an existing instrument that was 
modified. The instrument had to produce 

at least three pitches, decorated and could 
stand up to being played multiple times. 

Students presented their instrument to the 
class and wrote a report that included 

documentation of how the instrument was 
made, what materials were used, how sound 

was produced (using correct scientific 
terminology) and how the pitched was 
changed. Students had four week to 

complete the project at home and were rated 
using a rubric that was given out with 

the assignment.

Reese Bryant, 
Hannah Smith, 
Mehgan Davis, 

Kailynn Ivy, 
Savannah Medina 
displaying their 

musical 
instruments

HMS Science Class Musical Instrument Project

Mrs. Kuhns playing PVC pipe organ

Gutter instrument made by a student Instrument created with wrenches


