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KSDE Nominates Oatville Elementary For Blue Ribbon Award
 Oatville Elementary School has been nominated by the Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) for the  
prestigious United States Department of Education National Blue Ribbon School Program Award.
 The KSDE nomination acknowledges Oatville Elementary School student’s high performance in the category 
of  “Exemplary High Performing” schools which are among its state’s highest performing schools, as measured by 
state assessments or nationally normed tests.
 “The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program nomination recognizes all our exemplary efforts in our class-
rooms by Oatville Elementary staff and students,” said Shane Dent, Oatville Principal. “Oatville has received state 
recognition with the Governor’s Achievement Award for five years for being in the top 5 percent of schools in both 
reading and mathematics scores. Being nominated for a national award confirms our dedication to educating ‘Today’s 
Learners and Tomorrow’s Leaders’ for lifelong success.”
 The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors public and non-public elementary, middle and high schools 
where students perform at very high levels or where students are making significant gains in academic achievement.
 “Oatville Elementary School’s nomination just confirms the quality education students can receive in Haysville 
Public Schools,” said Dr. John Burke. Superintendent. “Campus High School was named a 2013 Blue Ribbon School 
last September and having a second district school nominated the next year puts our district in an elite class.” 
 A vital part of the U.S. Department of Education, the program identifies and disseminates knowledge about 
effective school leadership and instructional practices. The Award is both a high aspiration and a potent resource of 
practitioner knowledge.
 “The Board is so appreciative of the consistent great work of Oatville Elementary School. The commitment 
to excellence by the staff, students, and parents is evidenced by the repeated awards of the Governor’s Achievement 
Award.”
 The 2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools will be announced in September in a news conference in Washington, 
D.C.

# # #

Haysville USD 261 Board of Education President Susan 
Walston presented Oatville Elementary School Principal 
Shane Dent with the 2013 Governor’s Achievement Award. 
Oatville was one of 42 elementary schools state-wide to 
receive the award and marks the school’s fifth time to be 
honored in the last six year. To receive this prestigious 
award, the school must have been among the top 5 percent 
of schools in both reading and mathematics on the state 
assessments at its respective level and met one additional 
measure. For elementary schools and middle/junior high 
schools that measure is attendance and high schools the 
measure is graduation rate.


